
FAQ: 

 

Where do you hire your staff?   Camp staff come to us primarily through word of 

mouth from other camp staff.  We provide incentives for previous staff to recommend 

strong candidates.  We figured who better to know what kind of people we are looking 

for than people who have worked at camp?  All camp staff and nurse volunteers must 

complete a Washington State Patrol background check prior to their employment or 

volunteer service.   

 

What kind of training do camp staff receive?  Prior to campers arriving on site, Dudley 

staff receive two weeks of in depth staff training on topics including:  camp rules and 

regulations, First Aid and CPR, homesickness, conflict resolution, child abuse and 

neglect, developmental stages and much more.     

 

How old are camp staff?  Of our approximately 30 camp staff, the majority have 

completed one or more year of college.  We do hire 16—18 year old staff as assistant 

counselors, and occasionally to fill other non head counselor positions.    

 

How do I work at camp?  Camp is always looking for new faces to help make our 

summer camps the “Experience of a Lifetime”.  Applications are available on the website 

in January or by contacting the Camp Director.  Phone or personal interviews are 

conducted once the application is received, and job offers are provided in March.  The 

application process is highly competitive, and unfortunately we can’t hire everyone that 

applies.  Applications must be self-motivated, independent, highly responsible, and 

passionate about changing lives.   

 

What does ACA on your brochures mean?  Camp Dudley is accredited by the 

American Camping Association and meets the high standards for a camp as set forth by 

the ACA.  Every three years, an inspection team comes and goes through every aspect of 

our program from hiring to food service to ensure we meet or exceed the stringent 

standards of the ACA. 

 

Do you provide transportation?  At this time Camp Dudley does not provide 

transportation. 

 

What activities will I do at camp?  At Camp Dudley, campers get to choose their own 

activities!  Your cabin group will sit down and plan out your day, picking from a huge 

variety of options including:  swimming, canoeing, archery, arts and crafts, 

environmental education, rock climbing, low and high ropes challenge course, hiking, 

outdoor cooking, field games, the list goes on and on! 

 

What is the food like?  Camp works hard to provide a well-balanced kid friendly menu.  

All meals are served family style and well stocked salad bar accompanies most lunch and 

dinners. Being well fed is important because we are busy, so we make sure there is good 

food to eat, and lots of it!  

 



What if I get homesick?  It is natural and can happen to anyone.  Even staff and 

seasoned campers face bouts with homesickness.  The best thing parents can do before 

sending their child to camp is to help them prepare.  Share with them what to expect 

when they arrive at camp and what the week will look like.  Help them to pack so they 

know where their belongings are and what they have with them.  Once you arrive on site, 

spend some time acclimating them to the camp setting, discuss the week with the 

counselor and walk around camp.  When parents leave, our camp staff will take over and 

give the cabin group a tour of camp.  We strive to make our schedule predictable which 

eliminates fear of the unknown.  While activities change on a daily basis, the activity 

times themselves, meals, and rest hour, happen on a fairly predictable schedule.  If our 

staff suspects homesickness, they will provide your camper some personal attention as 

they are able and is necessary to comfort them.  Most instances are passing, however if it 

is pervasive, the Camp Director or Program Director will be notified and contact will be 

made with parents to consult on the issue.  Our goal is ensure campers have a safe and 

fun experience, and if their homesickness is preventing us reaching that goal, our 

preference is that the camper return home or make contact with their parents.  We’d 

rather have a camper to go home mid-week and consider returning than be forced to stay 

all week and ruin the experience forever.  

 

Can I call my camper?  We do not have public use phones at camp.  In cases of 

homesickness, the Camp Director or Program Director will call the parents to create a 

plan of action, and that plan can include having the camper call home if the parents wish.   

 

Can we get mail?  Yes!  Mail comes daily throughout the summer, and lunch time is 

MAIL TIME!  Parents are encouraged to contact their campers with letters and/or 

packages from home.  Campers mail is also sent home daily, and stamps and envelopes  

are available for purchase in the camp store.   

 

What is the weather like?  Summer weather is beautiful on the lake.  Days usually 

sunny with temperatures in the mid 80’s with nights in the 50’s.  However, mountain 

weather can be unpredictable.  Please pack your camper with adequate layers and a rain 

poncho or light jacket.   

 

Are there bugs?  We are outside a majority of the time, and for two to three weeks 

during the summer mosquitoes can be severe.  We encourage campers to come with bug 

spray.  Bee stings are also a possibility, if your camper is allergic or you suspect a bee 

allergy, an Epi-pen should be provided with your campers medical form.    

 

What do I need to bring?  As part of your registration, you will be provided a packet of 

information that includes a packing list.  Items include clothes, swimming suit, sleeping 

bag, toiletries, bug spray and sunscreen.  Camp is dirty, and we are outside playing, so 

please send clothes that can get wet/muddy/dirty/paint/tree sap, etc. on them!   

 

Can I be in a friends cabin?  We encourage campers to come with a friend, but be 

prepared to meet lots of new friends.  Camp tries to keep campers within a calendar year 

of each other in a cabin.  If you are 9 years old, you will generally be in a cabin with 8 



and 9 year olds, or 9 and 10 year olds.   

 

How many kids are at camp?  A normal week of camp is usually 60—80 campers and 

30 Dudley staff.   

 

Where are you located?  Camp Dudley is located on Clear Lake 10 miles to the East of 

White Pass Ski area, 1 mile off of Hwy 12.   

 

What if my child wets the bed?  Not a problem.  We see campers at all developmental 

stages at camp, and staff are trained to deal with issues like bed wetting discreetly.  Some 

parents will provide pull ups for night time, and campers can take care of it themselves.  

A washer and dryer are on site, and camp staff are prepared to take care of washing 

sleeping bags and pajamas from night time accidents.  We encourage parents to be open 

and honest with counselors when dropping off their campers, it helps us keep an eye out 

and make sure that your camper is protected emotionally.    

 

Do you have a nurse on site?   Camp Dudley asks for volunteer nurses with current RN 

certification to help us staff weeks during the summer.  These nurses are responsible for 

dispensing medication as well as being on call for first aid.  Occasionally we will have a 

week that isn’t covered, and in that instance, we have staff with higher level first aid 

training including Wilderness First Aid or Wilderness First Responder that are ready to 

respond.   

 

There aren’t any bathrooms in the cabins, but what if I need to go to the bathroom 

in the middle of the night?  Each cabin has a head counselor and assistant counselor, 

campers need to wake up a buddy and one of the counseling staff and then the group will 

head to the shower house!   

 

We understand that parents have lots of questions, and we are here to answer them.  If 

there is something on your mind that isn’t answered on this list, please be sure to call or 

e-mail us.  No question is too silly and no detail is to minute when your child is involved!  

We want both parents and campers to be comfortable with the Camp Dudley experience.   

 

 

 


